EPA Dumping Ban Brings
CF Industries Shutdown

f-{ Bft m CORBE‘I'!’
The CF Ind n£ rtihz- with a dilemma due to con-

er plant shut down opera-
tions Thursday ‘in com-
pliance with an Environ-
mental Protection Agency
order that the firm cease
dumping untreated chemical
wastes into Chickamauga
Lake.

James Dickerson, CF piant
superintendent, who an-
nounced the company's de-
cision, said the clesing could
result in a “significant
number”’ of the 188 employes
being laid off for as long as

60 days while damaged pollu- |

tion-control equipment is re-
paired.

EPA ordered the firm to
halt the discharge effective
Wednesday, leaving the com-
pany with the options of clos-
ing temporarily at an esti-
mated cost of $100,000 a day
or using an uncompleted
nond. designed to hold rain-
water runoff. to store the
waste water.

The state division of water
quality control, objecting to
the use of the holding pond,,
urged EPA to reconsider its
order and allow the pollution
discharge to continue for 60

days. EPA denied that re- nrnmtﬂr mvelg.,.

quest, however.

“CF Industries u faced

flicting federal and state or-
ders regarding the dlsposal
of the plant's waste water,”

noted Dickerson.

Aggravating the firm'’s sit-
uation, Dickerson said, re-
pair work on the pollution-

control equipment, damaged
by an explosion Aug. 27, has
been brought to a halt by un-
ion picketing.

The Colston Construction
Co., which is involved m

workontheholdingpond. is:"

us -ponunion labor, a un-
on official said, and Build-
tng “Prades Council unionists
set up the picket line to pro-
test. the firm's wages and
working conditions. '

Dickerson said, ‘“The
picket line has brought to a
halt work on the treatment
plant which was being done
by a contractor using union
craftsmen.’”’ ‘

The only work under way
to repair its work which can
be performed by CF
employes.

Dickerson said !avmg off
employes will be necessary
unless “the situation can be

tbattbeholdmgpmdeould
_bemedtmllmtethe wast

‘““That was their tentative
decision . yesterday,” = Jack’
McCormick ‘of the " state
water quality control office
here said Thursday. ‘“But ap-
parently they changed their
minds and decided to shut
down.’"

Company officials have in-
dicated that they, like the
state. objected to using the
kolding pond because the
storage of waste water would
delay its completion.

McCormick said the pond
is designed to work with an
already existing pond to pre-

.vent rainwater.runoff from
..reaching Fryar s

Branch

EPA.! Ay Eompany of
ﬁpals qchedtﬂed‘the ‘future.
1eeting for, Oct:;2 'tp;cua-
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